WILTON HALVERSON, M.D. 
DIRECTOR PUBLIC HEALTH 


UBLIC HEALTH 


1870 


PUBLISHED 


ENTERED AS SECOND-CLASS MATTER FEB. 21,19 22, AT THE POST OFFICE AT SACRAMENTO, 
CALIFORNIA, UNDER THE ACT OF AUG. 24, 1912. ACCEPTANCE FOR MAILING AT THE 
SPECIAL RATE OF POSTAGE PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 1103, AcT OF OcT. 3, 1917 


STATE BOARD 


DR. CHARLES SMITH, President 
San Francisco 


DR. JAMES RINEHART, Vice President 
San Francisco 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


DR. SANFORD MOOSE 
San Francisco 


KING 
Riverside 


DR. ELMER BELT DR. SAMUEL McCLENDON 
Los Angeles San Diego 

DR. HARRY HENDERSON DR. WILTON HALVERSON, 
Barbara Executive Officer 


San Francisco 


SACRAMENTO (14), 631 J STREET, 2-4711 


SAN FRANCISCO (2), 668 PHELAN BLDG., 760 MARKET ST., UN 8700 


LOS ANGELES (12), STATE OFFICE BLDG., 217 W. FIRST ST., MA 1271 


APRIL 15, 1947 


ANN WILSON HAYNES, Editor 
JEROME GROSSMAN, Assistant 


RURAL SCHOOLS CHALLENGE PUBLIC 


Chief, Bureau Maternal and Child Health 


The purpose these remarks not say that the 
health the school-age child important, nor ren- 
der another opinion what health services the 
schools should include. These things have been expertly 
said many times. Rather, attempt will made 
state very briefly the extent and nature some the 
problems facing the schools and public health the 
vast rural areas the country venture some opin- 
why more has not been accomplished the 
past state few proposals for future action, and 
admonish public health workers accept the challenge 
this rural job. 

The School Health Section the American 
Health Association has among its responsibilities that 
bringing the attention public health officials 
the problems this field; stimulating ourselves 
accept responsibility for those functions which are 
ours; and the fostering better understand- 
ing between public health and school officials. 

the whole, public health have contributed 
relatively little toward solving the problems which 
underlie the frequently heard criticisms existing 
school health programs the cities, and not much 
more toward the provision really adequate services 
for the millions children living rural areas. 
considerable extent, health programs the larger 
school systems have been developed the school 
authorities. rural areas the problem has been too 
complex and the expense too great for the schools 
handle alone, even were desirable. 


PROBLEMS RURAL SCHOOL HEALTH 


The problems rural school health are combi- 
nation the difficulties facing the schools and facing 


the seventy-fourth annual meeting the 
American Public Health Association, Cleveland, November 14, 
reprinted from The Child, Volume 11, Number Decem- 

r, . 


health everywhere, plus the special health prob- 
lems rural 

According the latest figures more than 
11,000,000 children are enrolled schools 
rural communities and towns and villages less than 
10,000 population. With the migration urban 
industrial centers during the war, the number undoubt- 
edly decreased somewhat, but still approximately half 
our children live and attend school predomi- 
nantly rural sections, where the average annual expen- 
diture per pupil enrolled less than percent that 
for city schools, and the per-pupil value school 
property and the average salaries the instructional 
staff are about half those cities. There are still over 
100,000 one-room schools.? Serious teacher shortages 
and lag school plant construction are problems 
affecting both rural and. urban areas. The Interbureau 
Committee Postwar Programs, formed under the 
auspices the Department Agriculture, has 
summed very well the salient facts about health 
the rural sections the country today its publica- 
tion, Health for Rural 


The great improvements health which have been 
brought about cities result improved sanita- 
tion and advances medical science have consid- 
erable extent been denied persons living rural areas. 
Death rates from the preventable diseases such 
typhoid fever, diphtheria, malaria, and pellagra are 
higher. Maternal and infant mortality rates are higher. 
Contrary the experience the last war, farm youth 
showed considerably higher rejection rates for mili- 
tary service World War 

There are indications that the maldistribution 
physicians, dentists, and nurses, apparent before the 
war, becoming more marked many former country 
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doctors are returning practice the 
cities. The situation with regard the services 
specialists persons living rural areas even worse 
than for general practitioners. example, there 
are only 100 pediatricians serve the 20,000,000 chil- 
dren living small communities.5 


The results the Academy survey 
child health facilities, now progress, should give 
among other facts, specific information concerning 
the inadequacies health resources for children living 
outside cities. The lack hospital and convalescent 
facilities rural areas well recognized, and here, 
too, more facts will available result the cur- 
rent hospital surveys. 

The health situation small towns throughout the 
country is, some respects, even less favorable than 
the open country, these areas have lost some 
the advantages rural life and yet have not gained 
the modern scientific advantages the cities. 

The low incomes the rural population, the larger 
families, the sparsity population, the longer dis- 
tances, the greater cost education, health serv- 
ices, and medical the poorer health status 
the people, and the resistance change due lack 
education and experience good services form num- 
ber interrelated vicious circles. Many agencies are 
presently concerned with attacking them one 
more points. 


EXTENDING ORGANIZED HEALTH SERVICES 


The interest with which the Emerson has 
been received and the earnestness with which its recom- 
mendations have been considered public health 
leaders all parts the country indicative the 
the public-health professions. There are 
hopeful indications that some definite steps will soon 
taken substantial number states extend 
organized health services many the approximately 
1,400 rural counties not now served. 

This encouraging all those interested the 
welfare rural children, not only because the 
improvement the general level health which will 
result, but because included among the six 
tions local health department enunciated the 
report the clear statement responsibility for the 
maternity, infancy, and childhood, inelud- 
ing supervision the health the school 

But all know that this statement intent 
not going assure that the newly created health 
departments will take the desired leadership the field 
school health any more than many pious statements 
the past have brought this about the many existing 
health departments including rural areas their juris- 
dictions. 


Legal obstacles, questions jurisdiction between 
the schools and the health department, lack real 
understanding cooperative techniques and skill 
their use, attempts apply methods found 
cessful city schools but not applicable rural schools, 
well lack treatment facilities and insufficient 
funds and personnel, have stood the way progress. 

school health, but more that don’t know how 
somewhat complicated interdepartmental setting. 

Too often our idea cooperation with the schools 
has consisted merely arbitration difficulties 
after they occur, rather than any real attempt arrive 
common understanding goals and agreement 
the steps necessary achieve them. 

have not taken the time become really 
acquainted with the school administrator and the 
teachers and learn from them more about the modern 
philosophy education, and the place which they 
believe health services and health education have 
the schools. 

When do, some will undoubtedly sur- 
prised find them ahead their ability see 
the child and all his needs whole. They will tell 
what they think the educational value render- 
ing services separate and unrelated segments—an 
immunization drive one time, discovery physical 
defects mass examination another, talks sex 
education because happens social-hygiene week. 

Too often have offered specific and unrelated 
services the schools when have some spare time 
connection with drive one kind another 


which may bear relation the planned program 


the schools, and our offers were not eagerly accepted 
have talked lack cooperation. 

The schools tell that the necessity for weaving 
health education and services into the fabric the 
child’s life school and the home one the 
most difficult things for the average public-health 
worker appreciate, and here that teachers can 
the greatest help us. the other hand, school 
personnel need our help gain increasingly better 
understanding the scientifie content health. 
learning think, plan, and work together, shall 
break down the barriers which our respective profes- 
sional jargons have helped build between us. 
shall learn that there nothing mysterious about 
the ‘‘educational method,’’ and learn that most 
the sonorous Latin phrases medicine are just hard 
ways saying simple things. 

largely because this lack fundamental 
understanding that the schools, their desire get 
something done, have wherever possible employed their 
own physicians, dentists, and nurses. That not the 
only solution, nor the best solution the problem. 
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The modern health department has skills and resources, 
and potential resources, that the schools need and can- 
not duplicate. means the least these resources 
the machinery and the know-how for following 
the correction all the defects discovered. way 
must found make all these services and resources 
fully available the child school age. 


ADMINISTRATIVE STUDY RECOMMENDED 


for these reasons that the committee rural- 
school health the school health section has recom- 
mended that administrative study undertaken 
county (1) work out such problems ways 
joint planning and cooperative action between 
schools, health departments, physicians, and other 
community groups, and (2) determine the 
responsibilities (a) state and local health-depart- 
ment personnel, including the health officer, special 
consultants, staff physicians, dentists and dental 
hygienists, public-health sanitarians, and 
health educators; (b) state, county, and local school 
personnel, including administrators, supervisors, 
health teachers, and school-bus drivers; 
(3) find the most effective methods for utilizing the 
services practicing physicians and dentists the 
community, and the services specialists medical 
centers; (4) develop methods for making full use 
the expanding children’s services that are 
developing every state; hearing- and sight-con- 
servation, rheumatic-fever, and tuberculosis programs 
(5) determine effective means for correlating health 
services with health (6) determine effec- 
tive means for bringing modern concepts emotional 
health into the program; (7) learn how the health- 
education program the schools can made part 
community education that together they may 
serve effective instruments for raising the level 
public understanding health needs and practices 
the (8) work out effective means for 
giving in-service training workers for carrying their 
own responsibilities; and (9) make suggestions 
needed preservice training for personnel serve 
rural schools. 

The prospectus for this rural-school health project 
outlines five-year study, the results which the com- 
mittee hopes can written practical handbook 
for every rural health worker, school administrator, 
and teacher. 

But there are many things know how now. 
There would seem good reason why state 
departments education and health every state 
should not set joint committees study problems 
affecting the health children school age. 
number states such committees have long been 


existence and have proven very successful bringing 
about better understanding between the departments 
and better services for children. Similar committees 
the local level should developed now. 

Among the specific functions such committees 
could study present laws affecting school health 
with view getting the antiquated, restrictive, and 
meaningless laws overhauled the earliest opportuni- 
ty. Laws regulations concerning the apportionment 
school funds the basis average daily attendance 
are due for reconsideration favor some method 
which does not adversely affect the health children. 
Publications health, prepared and issued under the 
joint auspices the two departments, are better 
received the schools than those issued health 
departments. 

result the additional federal funds being 
made available the states through the Children’s 
Bureau, should possible for all state health 
departments employ one more persons—pedia- 
tricians, public-health nurses, health educators—whose 
primary responsibility inform themselves 
the modérn concepts school health and become 
experts the various aspects this specialty pub- 
lie health. They could provide leadership, which 
badly needed, and could inestimable help the 
staffs existing and newly established local health 
departments. should also possible develop, 
only one county even one school, cooperative 
program which incorporates the best modern health 
practice and education. Such setting would serve 
testing ground and field training center. There 
are many other ways which real progress can 
made now. 

discussion any phase public health activity 
complete without recognition the need for 
tremendous increase personnel and for much bet- 
ter trained personnel the job that lies ahead. 

told that school administrators believe will 
years, the rate have been going, before 
health departments will have sufficient trained per- 
sonnel meet the community health needs the entire 
country, and even longer before the schools will 
get the kind highly specialized services recom- 
mended national committees. 

This job will not wait the many years which will 
required for sufficient number young men and 
women drift into health after having been 
trained primarily for other careers, medicine, den- 
tistry, nursing, and the allied fields. Some radical 
are urgently needed the recruiting and 
training and compensation personnel for public 
health. Present shortages personnel and facilities 
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make urgent that all available resources utilized 
with utmost efficiency. 

Not all public officials, common with many 
others the country, have begun accept the kind 
expansion which calls for imagination and boldness. 
Marquis Childs his newspaper column recently com- 
mented the great postwar dilemma which find 
ourselves result shortages all kinds, over- 
crowding, and soaring prices. His words apply the 
dilemma which public health find 
face this need, seem overcome with 
kind paralysis mind. are thinking still 
terms the economy 1939 and 1940 all the 
potentialities are here. the promised land just over 
the horizon. Yet stand, like timid children, chained 
the past and fearful the 

the field rural school health, there not much 
look back to, and there little fear the future 
except the results doing nothing. The schools and 
millions children are depending upon public 
health the challenge. The challenge lies not 
only doing job that has got done, but the 
opportunity move forward new achievements, 
unfettered the outmoded rituals and traditions 
the past. 
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FOUR CALIFORNIA MEETINGS 


Four important public health and welfare meetings 
will take place California during 1947. These are: 

National Conference Social Work, San Fran- 
10-19. 

California Medical Association, Los Angeles—April 
30-May 

Western Branch, American Public Health Associa- 
tion, San Franciseo—May 27-29. Public health nursing 
supervisors, health educators, venereal disease control 
officers, laboratory workers, maternal and child health 
directors, and other groups will hold meetings May 
and 26. 

National Tuberculosis Association, San 
June 16-19. 


“FAMILY LIFE” COURSES SCHEDULED 
FOR SUMMER SESSION 

six-week full-time training program Family 
Life, Health, and Social Relations’’ will offered this 
summer secondary school and college teachers the 
Seven Western States the campus the University 
California Berkeley. 

The courses given will deal with the biological, 
psychological, and social bases family life and social 
relations, and will attempt provide basic material for 
instructors these fields. They will carry four six 
units upper division credit acceptable for either 
bachelor’s higher degrees. 

Noel Keyes, Ph.D., Francis Bruce Strain, and Ralph 
Eckert, Ph.D., will carry large share the teaching 
duties. Visiting specialists who will lecture one 
hours each include: Frank Brewer, M.D.; Harold 
Jones, Ph.D.; Alfred Kinsey, Ph.D.; Richard 
Koch, M.D.; Jean MacFarland, Ph.D.; Bertha Shedd 
Mason, M.D.; Dorothy Nyswander, Ph.D.; and 
Wetherill, M.D. 

total 170 students will admitted the pro- 
gram. Through grant from the Rosenberg Founda- 
tion, tuition scholarships will open 130 this 
number. 

All teachers interested applying for these scholar- 
ships should request application form from their 
school official write Dr. Noel Keyes, Professor 
Charge, Training Center Family Life, University 
California, Berkeley 

All applications must mailed not later than May 
1947. 


FILM ADDED DEPARTMENT LIBRARY 

13-minute color-sound film entitled, Bathing 
Time For Baby, has been added the motion picture 
library the Bureau Health Education, State 
Department Public Health. 

Prepared Walt Disney, the film demonstrates 
the complete table-tub bath technique. has been 
approved the Children’s Bureau and was made 
available baby product company. 


ARMY AND NAVY AGREE COMPLY WITH 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL REGULATIONS 

Agreements have been reached between the State 
Department Public Health and Army and 
Navy representatives concerning sewage disposal 
military and naval establishments California. 

Both military groups have affirmed the policy 
volunteer compliance with state regulations sewage 
disposal improvements. all cases, improvements will 
scheduled that the level sanitation maintained 
the Army and Navy will equal that the 
surrounding civilian establishments. 
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APRIL 20-26 PUBLIC HEALTH 
NURSING WEEK 


Public Health Nursing Week will celebrated 
1947 from April 26. 

This year’s activities will mark the 70th anniver- 
sary public health nursing the United States. 

One the main objectives for the special 
will the recruitment 8,000 public health nurses 
urgently needed throughout the country. Other aims, 
outlined the National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing, will ‘‘to promote better understand- 
ing public health nursing service for everybody 
regardless income, and encourage the organization 
public health nursing services wherever they are 

Publicity kits for use local activities may 
secured from the National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing, 1790 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 
The price cents sent third-class mail cents 
fourth-class mail. 


WARNING CONCERNING USE ANALBIS 
SUPPOSITORIES ISSUED 


The attention health officers again called 
recent notice the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion stating that analbis suppositories manufactured 
Pharmaceuticals Incorporated New York 
have been responsible for the deaths approximately 
children under years age. 

believed that the deaths were due adminis- 
tration these suppositories amounts excess 
the directions supplied physicians, but separate from 
the package. The State Department Public Health 
has been advised that there clear evidence that 
the Federal Food, Drug and Act has been 
violated. 

voluntary recall the material the manu- 
facturer now progress. far approximately one- 
half the stocks distributed since September 1st have 
been returned. believed that there are considerable 
stocks the hands retail druggists, hospitals and 
physicians. 

Health officers are urged transmit this informa- 
tion druggists, hospitals, and physicians their 
territory. The analbis suppositories should returned 
Specific Pharmaceuticals, Inc., 331 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City. 


NEW MEETING DATE ANNOUNCED 


The 75th annual meeting the American Public 
Health Association will held the week October 
1947, City, New Jersey. 

Previously, the announced date was the week 
September 22, 1947. 


USE ULTRAVIOLET RADIATIONS 
EXPERIMENTAL STAGE 


The control air-borne infections has always been 
public health problem surrounded false theories 
and misconceptions. 

have moved long way from the teach- 
ings the Middle Ages which held that infections 
were caused poisonous substances that rose from 
the earth and spread through the winds. would 
longer think firing cannon dispel these miasmas 
disease was done Philadelphia the Revolu- 
tionary period. The advent bacteriology and viro- 
logy modern public health techniques has given 
sound basis which build understanding and 
air-borne infections. 

Despite the fact that are today closer the 
solution the problem controlling air-borne 
tion than ever before, are faced with the problem 
individuals and groups who are not willing wait 
for confirmation present theories, but wish 
rush ahead with the use untested control pro- 
cedures. 

STILL EXPERIMENTAL 


The use glycol vapors and ultraviolet radiations, 
for instance, reducing upper respiratory diseases 
such the common cold has received great deal 
publicity recently. These techniques may, indeed, prove 
major weapon with which control air-borne 
infections, but the basis present knowledge, the 
use these techniques schools and buildings 
this time any other than experimental 
basis under medical supervision premature and 
unjustified. 

Dr. Dyer,* Director the National Health 
Institute, Health Service, puts this way 


the National Research Council 
and the American Public Health Association have 
studied and reviewed the data such installations. 
Recently these two committees separately have sub- 
mitted reports. Both these committees feel that the 
use either glycol vapors ultraviolet radiation 
still purely the experimental stage and that the 
data collected far not warrant the installation 
such equipment public buildings and industry 
the hope down upper respiratory 
infection. The Health Service, through 
its research organization, the National Institute 
Health, has conducted rather extensive studies 
both glycol vapors and ultraviolet radiation and 
fully the reports and recommendations 
made the committees the National Research 
Council and the American Health Associa- 
tion. must emphasized that direct unshielded 
ultraviolet radiation sufficient intensity kill 
microorganisms the air also harmful the eyes 


Dr. Dyer Public Health News, New Jersey State 
Department Health, February 1947. 
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and exposed skin humans. These observations are 
not intended indicate that the future will will 
not disclose new public health values the applica- 
tion either glycols ultraviolet radiation. Much 
experimentation needed, however, before deci- 
sion can made whether such application may 


APHA RECOMMENDATION 


The report the APHA committee referred above 
was printed the January 1947 issue the Associa- 
tion’s Journal. The article reviewed the present knowl- 
edge concerning the control air-borne infections 
through the use mechanical ventilation, ultraviolet 
radiation, disinfectant vapors and dust suppression. 
The following conclusions were presented 


The oiling floors, blankets and bedding has 
now been developed the point practical applica- 
tion the suppression dust. Such measures con- 
stitute good housekeeping. They reduce bacterial 
contamination the air, but there yet insuffi- 
cient evidence that they prevent disease. Dust 
suppression should applied wherever practicable 
conjunction with ventilation, ultraviolet irradia- 
tion, and disinfectant vapors, when the latter methods 
are employed. 

The available evidence strongly indicates 
that methods air disinfection (ventilation, ultra- 
violet irradiation, and glycol vapors) are useful 
adjunets techniques the reduction 
elimination air-borne infections operating rooms 
and contagious disease and wards. Installa- 
tions are indicated under conditions where there has 
been demonstrated there exists potentially sig- 
nificant incidence cross-infection serious risk 
patients. essential that competent engineering 
supervision available insure the adequacy the 
original installation, maintain its continued 
tiveness, and protect both personnel and patients. 

not yet possible compare the relative 
efficiency ultraviolet irradiation and glycol vapors. 
Only the former method has been developed 
point practical application. Recent designs 
glycol vaporizers and automatic control devices give 
promise that adequately controlled studies may 
conducted the near future. The relative merits 
the two procedures will involve such problems cost, 
safety, and the consistency effective operation 
based upon long experience. 

The general use ultraviolet irradiation 
disinfectant vapors schools, barracks, and spe- 
cialized industrial environments not justified 
the present time. There great need for further care- 
fully controlled field studies define the mechanism 
the spread infectious disease among those types 
populations. 

There justification for the indiscrimi- 
nate use ultraviolet light other methods for 
disinfecting air homes, offices, places public 

Subcommittee for the Evaluation Methods Control 
Air-borne Infections, the Committee Research and Stand- 


ards. The Present Status of the Control of Air-borne Infections. 
1947. 


the basis all these facts, would seem the 
best policy for groups who wish use procedures which 
will control air-borne infections wait until more 
concrete evidence effectiveness and safety these 
techniques available. important remember 
that techniques such ultraviolet irradiation not only 
may not prove effective this time, but may prove 
harmful the eyes and skin exposed 


LOCAL REGULATION ENFORCEMENT 
URGED ATTORNEY GENERAL 


The following was recently sent all 
district attorneys and sheriffs California Attor- 
ney General Fred Howser. 


must deeply concerned with the ris- 
ing increase the number cases venereal dis- 
eases authentically reported. know that all 
are concerned because such drastic rise the vener- 
eal rate would indicate too lax enforcement 
our highly nationally regarded California Venereal 
Disease Control Act 1937. know that may rely 
upon your sympathetic cooperation with office 
exert even renewed efforts your own communi- 
ties keep the spread these diseases abso- 
lute minimum. Local communities will realize that 
they must assume themselves this responsibility. 

you know, under our present laws, have 
very comprehensive legal procedure regarding the 
necessity quarantine and treatment all known 
communicable disease, particularly venereal 
diseases. believe that all you will see eye eye 
with opposing the ‘floater’ policy. This vir- 
tually amounts license for professional prosti- 
tute continue her activities another com- 
munity, thereby permitting some communities 
suffer the burden for excessive law enforcement 
this field well the expense this social disinte- 
gration. 

All authentic research points the professional 
house prostitution one the greatest sources 
venereal infection. Let close these wherever 
they exist. have ample laws; have Penal Code 
Sections 316, 318, 370, 371 and 372, only mention 
few. have the Red-Light Abatement Act. 
also have obligation see that taverns and bars 
which are known habitual sources venereal 
infection are closed. 

assure the highest possible protection the 
public health and safety, even casual study the 
health laws reveals clear intent the Legislature 
establish team work and full cooperation between 
health officers, peace officers, district attorneys, 
attending physicians, the police, the Board Equali- 
zation and the beverage industry. feel duty 
ask you make use the facilities the Attor- 
ney General’s office which may aid you combating 
these 
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ROLE BCG TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL 
STILL UNCERTAIN 


The most recent addition the list drugs, chem- 
and modern ‘‘miracle’’ preparations which are 
being brought attention, the tuberculosis 
vaccine known 

BCG, abbreviation for Bacillus-Calmette- 
Guerin, was first prepared Calmette and Guerin 
Paris 1920. Since that time has been widely dis- 
and undergone numerous experimental studies. 

Although the vaccine has been used extensively 
Scandinavia and studies are being conducted the 
United States, exactly how, when, and this vaccine 
should used still controversial topic. June 
1946, the Tuberculosis Control Division the 
Health Service reported editorial Public 
Health ‘‘Careful review the voluminous 
literature the subject since 1920 fails reveal 
irrefutable evidence the vaccine’s 

BCG prepared reducing the virulence 
bovine tuberculosis bacillus special cultural proce- 
dures. Its proponents say that when introduced into 
tuberculosis-negative (reaction tuberculin test) 
infants and children, the attenuated organisms the 
vaccine initiate self-limiting infectious process which 
rapidly produces variable degree resistance against 
virulent strains bovine and human tuberculosis. 

Opponents BCG claim that there danger 
the procedure deliberate imposition infection, 
matter how benign. They insist that the induced infec- 
tion does not give sufficient immunity. This group also 
points out that persons who have been infected early 
life are those who die later life. 

With this divergence opinion scientific circles, 
easy see how popular articles presented the 
general public the subject can often misleading 
their implications. Typical the misconceptions 
which arise are the many letters currently being 
received the Public Health Service from 
tuberculous patients asking where they can get BCG 
vaccine. the Public Health Service reports, 
cure have been kindled newspaper 
story BCG. The press releases are not always inac- 
but are often misleading the layman. The 
Public Health Service Tuberculosis Control Divi- 
sion answering these letters with care, explaining 
that BCG now under intensive study this country, 
that the vaccine never administered persons who 
are reactors tuberculin, that BCG tends heighten 
resistance tuberculosis, and that not cure for 
the 

Although apparent that general agreement 
regarding the use BCG the United States has yet 


Editorial, “BCG Vaccination Against Tuberculosis,” Public 
Health Reports, LXI (1946), pp. 801-802. 
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LONG BEACH JOINS “BLUE STAR” 
STUDY PROGRAM 


The Long Beach Health Department has been added 
the list agencies participating the Blue Star 
study program the Venereal Disease Service, State 
Department Public Health. 

The Blue Star program evaluation study the 
effects penicillin early syphilis. Under the plan, 
patients are treated with 600,000 units penicillin 
once day for five days. The patients are chosen care- 
fully regard stability residence and employ- 
ment, and ability the health department follow 
them for period five years. result the study, 
hoped that definite conclusions concerning the 
long range effectiveness this type syphilis therapy 
will available. Other participating the 
project are: San Francisco, Los Angeles City and Los 
Angeles County. 


NURSING HOME OPERATORS FOUND GUILTY 


Actions filed against two nursing home operators 
the Bureau Hospital Inspection for operating with- 
out license have resulted verdicts guilty for 
both parties. 

One operator was found guilty following jury 
trial, and the other was given citation court for 
second offense operating without license from 
the State Department Health. 


CLINIC LICENSING 


The responsibility for licensing has been 
transferred from the Bureau Food and Drug 
tion the Bureau Hospital Inspection, State 
Department Public Health. This will add approxi- 
mately 350 facilities those already licensed and 
inspected the Hospital Inspection Bureau. 


been reached, the following statement Pope and 
Chadwick seems good summary the majority 
present authoritative opinions the subject: 

the present low level tuberculosis the 
United States, unlikely that immunization the 
general practical procedure. However, 
groups exposed special risk, student nurses, 
groups with particular susceptibilities, American 
Indians patients mental hospitals, vaccination 
may effective means controlling the morbidity 
and mortality the disease.’’ 

Attempts evaluation the use vaccine are 
now being made the Health Service 
group well controlled studies. 


Chadwick, Henry and Pope, Alton The Modern Attack 
Tuberculosis, New York: Commonwealth Fund, 1946. 
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STUDY COMPARES HEALTH FACTORS 
AMONG THE STATES 


illuminating statistical study health condi- 
tions the United States was completed Gerhard 
and Strow last year and printed the American 
Sociological The study important one 
since puts before picture health conditions 
the United States and attempts show the com- 
parative rank each state 1940 correlating the 
many health factors involved. this manner, the 
wide divergence among the states population, 
facilities, and other factors 
relating health revealed. 

Those interested these facts are urged refer 
the original article noted above and second 
report based the study entitled ‘‘Our National 
Health issued the Research Council for 

The report has particular significance Califor- 
nia, for shows that despite the unique advantages 
for the solution health problems available this 
State, fall behind other areas many phases 
the total public health program. 

the basis the entire study, California ranked 
second economic-cultural status, but ranks only 
10th health-sanitation status. Although should 
pointed out that many the factors which helped 
lower California’s status (high tuberculosis mortality) 
were traceable migrants from other states and the 
racial composition the population, the two figures, 
nevertheless, form good example the job ahead 
the health status California brought the 
rank which its advantages entitle it. 

further break down the figures, based 1940 
census reports, shows that all the states California 
ranks first medical facilities, second fifth 
sanitation and seventh economic resources. 

Despite this, rank only 13th infant mortality 
and are 40th tuberculosis and 38th heart disease 
mortality rates. 

For other figures and explanation the method 
used correlating them, readers are referred two 
references already cited. 


seven out ever fatal traffic accidents last 
year one both drivers were violating traffic law. 
Nearly one-fourth all drivers fatal accidents were 
exceeding speed limits traveling unsafe speeds.— 
National Safety 

Gerhard and Strow, Carl “Comparative 
Health Factors Among the States,” American Sociological Review, 
(1946), 42-53. 


Council for Economic Security. Our National 
Health Program. Chicago: 105 West Monroe Street, 1946. 


LOCAL HEALTH OFFICER CHANGES 


The following changes local health officerships 
are now effect: 


New Health Former Health 
Territory 
City & Yreka... Donald L. Meamber, M.D. Charles Pius, M.D. 


(Siskiyou County) 
City of Auburn... _. 
(Placer County) 
Merced 
(Sacramento County) 
City 
(Kings County) 


Edward Jackson. M.D. 
Under county 


Theodore Snypp, M.D. 


Dennis, M.D. 
Newly incorporated 


Under county supervision. John Crawshaw, M.D. 


MORBIDITY REPORTS 
SELECTED DISEASES—CIVILIAN CASES 


Total Cases for February and Total Cases for January 
Through February, 1947, 1946, 1945 and 
5-Year Median (1942-1946) 


Current month Cumulative 
February January through February 
Selected 
diseases 
5-yr. 5-yr. 
1947 1946 1945 1947 1946 1945 median 
1942- 1942- 
1946 1946 
Chickenpox (varicella)...| 5,004 | 2,742 | 5,888 | 4,860 |] 9,229 | 5,693 | 11,646 | 9,798 
Coccidioidal granuloma . 4 3 9 5 © 
Conjunctivitis—acute in- 
fectious of the newborn 


(ophthalmia neonato- 


288 280 245 
Dysentery, bacillary..... 33 
Encephalitis, infectious -- 5 13 5 
256 
Food poisoning... .....-. 97 
German measles (rubella) 2,204 | 2,187 |....... 
Influenza, 4,433 240 864 
Jaundice, infectious... .. 43 @ 


Meningitis, meningococcic 


Pneumonia, infectious. 710 1,006 912 
Poliomyelitis, acute ante- 

Rabies, animal_... 21 31 35 39 52 72 71 72 
Scarlet fever...... 602 | 927 | 1,647 927 || 1,234 | 2,071 | 3,466 | 1,983 
Tuberculosis: 

Typhoid fever. ......... 3 8 6 8 8i, 19 15 19 
Typhus fever. .........-. 5 5 9 8 11 
Undulant fever 

Whooping cough 

Venereal Diseases 

Chancroid............ 42 32 lll 66 @ 

Granuloma inguinale__ 5 1 ll 3 13 

Lymphogranuloma ven- 

ereum (lymphopa- 

ingui- 


the facts life, the (federal) Census 
Bureau has laid down the rule that woman never 
classified the head family her husband liv- 
ing the March 10, 1947. 
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Measles (rubeola).......| 898 | 7,040 | 2,907 | 2,907 |} 1,501 | 10,636 | 4,917 | 4,917 : 
28 74 78 78 68 180 166 166 z 
1,705 | 2,322 | 4,400 | 2,780 |] 3,203 | 4,758 | 8,504 | 5,556 A 


